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Bring the World to Taiwan and
Let Taiwan Sail Around the World

The National Association of Chinese Shipowners was established
in 1947 and for 60 years its affairs have run smoothly. This has
facilitated the development of transportation businesses based
in Taiwan and also contributed to the nation’s commercial and
economic prosperity. Firstly, we need to acknowledge the excellent
leadership of the ex-Chairmans and the magnificent performance
of the directors and supervisors, staff and workers. Moreover,
we owe a great deal of gratitude to the business institutions
who offered advice and assistance, including the Ministry of
Transportation and Communications, Kaohsiung Harbor
Bureau, Keelung Harbor Bureau, Taichung Harbor Bureau,
Hualian Harbor Bureau, the Directorate General of Customs,
the Mainland Affairs Council and private transportation groups,
too many to name individually.

The transportation business is the most international and
most liberal business worldwide. A boom in transportation is one
important indicator for businesses trends worldwide. For the past
10 years, the global transportation market has seen a structural
change due to the rise of the world’s main factory: Mainland
China. Taiwan ship owners need to fly foreign flags instead of the
nation’s flag due to the strict conditions applying to the operation
of vessels between Mainland China and Taiwan, leading to
a decline in the size of the Taiwan-flag fleet. It is a worrying
situation, since ocean shipping is the country’s second national
navy and an optimal tool that acts as a route to a better life.

Although Taiwan is a small island, it is full of vitality. Many

local businesses are famous worldwide and its transportation



companies are foremost amongst them. As the spokesman
for private ship owners and the communicative bridge with
governmental institutions, we ask the government to think wisely,
eliminate political disputes and negotiate and solve any technical
problems concerning the Taiwan Straits. We urge them to realize
that direct sea links are important in halting the decline in our
country’s competitiveness.

90% of international trade and commerce depends on
shipping. According to history and experience, nations with
a well-developed shipping industry are also the most civilized
and developed nations. Taiwan is surrounded by sea and is a
typical island nation; only better utilization of its rich oceanic
resources and the elaborate geographical strategies can bring the
country triumph in the highly competitive race for global trade
and commerce. Regardless of the past, Taiwan ship owners are
prepared to come together and build a close and rapid oceanic
shipping network based in Taiwan, bringing the world to Taiwan
and letting Taiwan sail around the world.

WANG Long-shung (Arnold Wang)

Chairman

National Assoication of Chinese Shipowners
July 3, 2007

11



