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The 18" Asian Shipowners’ Forum
Reference information for Minister’s speech

The Ministry of Transportation and Communications

Honorable Chairman Wang, distinguished guestspsenembers of the shipping
industry, and ladies and gentlemen,
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| am most delighted to take part in the Asian Swpers’ Forum that receives
high regard from the world shipping industry, whilee membership of this
organization has gathered the most important sigppompanies of the world.
According to the statistic information from the Rawv of Maritime Transportation
of the UN, Asia has accounted for 14 of the topsBipping companies in the
world, while the number of vessels in operationAsyan shipowners has further
amounted to more than 36% worldwide. All of thesgurfes have well
demonstrated the importance of Asian shipowerfi@g ¢an impact on the global
shipping market. The 8Asian Shipowners’ Forum this year is hosted byvaai,
and it should render special significance as Mnotd¢ Wang , Chairman of the
Evergreen Marine Corp.(Taiwan) that seizes the fiogt position in Asian



shipping and top fourth position in global shippimgll be acting as the chairman
for this conference.
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financial hurricane last year, the operation volusheargo handling capacity of
commercial harbors of our country and the resthef world has amounted to
668,270,000 tons, while the loading and unloadiolyme of container reaches
12,980,000 TEU. Amongst them, the loading and uhfgavolume at Kaoshiung
Harbor is about 9,680,000 TEU and that o f Keeldiagbor is 2,060,000, showing
that our harbors remain to be most competitivdhenworld. Besides, there are as
many as 61 commercial establishments last yeatshthae taken residence into
free trade zone of each harbor, and begun operd&ipthe end of last years, the
trading value of these sea and air free trade zbassreached NT$113 billion,
fully demonstrating the crucial role that shippimas played in our foreign trade.
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the Ministry of Transportation and Communicationdl wontinue to review and

modify each of the harbor regulations so that t@agement and operation of our
ports and harbors, license issue of vessel ingpecinterest of seafarers, and
relevant legal provision for shipping management ba rendered towards the
approach of internationalization, liberalizatiomdawith greater convenience..
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Since the ban on direct shipping cross the Stra# iifted on 15 December last
year, our country has, taken advantage of the oppidy, actively expanded pubic
construction works and other measures so as totamaithe domestic economic
momentum. Presently, the Ministry of Transportatiand Communication is
speeding up facilitating inter-state container eemroject at Kaohsiung, and the
budget of the entire project should amount to ashmas NT$24.1 billion, with
NT$10.21 billion capital from private sector. Whidte center is completed, it is
expected there will be four 16 feet deep-waterspiand they can have expanded
current capacity as well as ensure the positiashgdping hub. On the other hand,
the Ministry of Transportation and Communicationsash to achieve
electronization of harbor and paperless operatioonducted itself through
single-window service platform (MTNet), and it shebyprovide the shipping
company with 24-hour year-round electronic and iaatioc service. In the future,
the ministry should further promote the integralvelepment project of
information system for harbor so as to enhanceséneice quality and volume for
both software and hardware.
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In view of the fact that international anti-terom has become the focus of
the world, the Ministry of Transportation and Commuations has followed the
criteria of SAFE Framework for international shipgisecurity, and it has realized
ISPS Code at each international harbor and hadauriy facility regulations. In
addition, the ministry has also cope with contaisecurity initiative (CSl) and
Megaport Initiative projects as it installs autormaystem and equipment in each
international harbor to ensure the safety of irdegnformation system and
provide favorable and convenient service. Most Ibfthe ministry has worked
with international maritime organization recently speed up establish global
danger-encounter and safety system at sea, angrateéd auxiliary searching
system with international satellite to safeguardigetion safety of vessel and
strengthen the operation efficiency of integral imarescue.
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Taiwan is located at the very crucial positionloé horth-east and south-east
shipping routes, which can provide itself as an artgnt harbor with the
distribution of shipping routes and operation dgplent for shipping companies
of the world. Besides, the operation model of tik® shipping center can also
resorted to so that raw materials produced in raathiChina can be processed or
re-organized at the off-shore shipping center ee firade zone of Taiwan, which
are then transported to the third country. It igstlsuggested that shipowners in
Asia can consider to place our major harbors as aingour bases at your
operation routes so that we can help to largelytshoyour time and distance of
maritime transportation. Last but not the leasshould like to extend my best
wishes to the best health of every member fromirilastry, and very success to
your Forum. Thank you!



